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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IT, GW, EEC 

SUBJECT: EC EOREIGN MINISTERS COUNCIL, JULY 19-20: SCHMIDT 
REMARKS ON ITALY 

UPON HIS ARRIVAL EOR THE JULY 19 SESSION OF THE EC FOREIGN 
MINISTERS COUNCIL, ITALIAN EOREIGN MINISTER RUMOR WAS ACCOSTED 
BY THE ITALIAN PRESS AND ASKED EOR HIS REACTION TO CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT'S REPORTED REMARKS THAT THE BIG FOUR HAD AGREED IN 
PUERTO RICO THAT AID TO ITALY WAS CONDITIONED ON NON-PARTICI- 
PATION OP THE PCI IN THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. RUMOR MANAGED TO 
AVOID COMMENTS TO THE PRESS BUT DISCUSSED THE MATTER PRIVATELY 
WITH FRG FOREIGN MINISTER GENSCHER DURING THE COURSE OF THAT 
NIGHT'S SESSION. ACCORDING TO PERM REP SOURCES, THE FULL 
COUNCIL DID NOT DISCUSS THE SUBJECT. UK FOREIGN SECRETARY 
CROSLAND LATER TOLD THE PRESS, ON THE RECORD, THAT THE UK HAD 
NOT BEEN PARTY TO ANY SUCH AGREEMENT AND HAD BEEN SURPRISED 
TO HEAR REPORTS THAT ONE HAD BEEN MADE. HE STRESSED THAT UK 
POLICY HAS ALWAYS BEEN ONE OF ABSOLUTE NON-INTERPERENCE IN 
ITALIAN DOMESTIC POLITICS. MORRIS 
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